
 
July 27, 2020 
 
Dear Berlin Families, 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you are enjoying the deep days of summer.  I wanted to 
give you an update in the form of a FAQ (or FWQ).  This FWQ is going out to all elementary 
schools in the district.  Please let me know if you have any additional questions.  Also, we will be 
launching a district webpage that houses as much information soon. 
 
 
Frequently Wondered Questions (FWQ), Edition 1: In-Person Learning 
 

 First off, why is the district prioritizing in-person learning? 
o We decided that we will be offering in-person learning for all elementary students 

based on guidance and recommendations from a number of medical 
organizations, including the American Pediatrics Association.  We acknowledge 
that COVID-19 has potential implications for anyone but medical guidance 
suggests that the transmission rate between children does not warrant continued 
need for children to be away from schools.  Further, we feel strongly that the best 
thing for children is for them to be around peers and are most likely to make 
academic progress through in-person learning.  We know that school will feel 
different but we still think that we can make our classrooms and school safe, 
warm, caring places for learning to occur.  (The next FWQ will address remote 
learning.) 

 
 What practices will be in place to ensure that the physical school is a safe place for my 

child(ren)? 
o Before coming to school, either by riding the bus or being transported, families 

will need to ensure that children are safe to attend school and are free of a fever 
above 100.4 degrees, have no respiratory symptoms or other COVID-related 
symptoms, haven’t been in contact with anyone with COVID, and will complete 
an assessment.  We are working with a web-based application in order for 
families to complete this assessment at home before leaving for school.  We will 
have more information soon about this application but know that it will help 
ensure healthy and safe travel and days at school.  We will have additional 
screening measures at school to ensure that students are fever and symptom free 
before entering the building. 

o School nurses across WCUUSD are developing procedures to care for the medical 
needs of students.  One requirement from the reopening guidance is that schools 
must identify an isolation space so that if a student has COVID symptoms they 
can be cared for apart from the nurse’s office for other treatment of bumps, 
scrapes, and other kid-related needs.  Berlin and all schools will have an isolation 
room for the start of the school year. 



o One of the most important things is that children and staff who are not feeling 
well will need to stay home.  Though we will miss our students when they are not 
with us, it is essential that students who are sick do not come to school with 
respiratory symptoms or a fever.  Students that have seasonal allergies will want 
to connect with Nurse Erin to help make decisions about how to keep our school 
safe and healthy. 

o Our district facilities team is developing procedures to disinfect high-traffic 
surfaces to ensure that the physical building is safe, clean, and well maintained. 

o All students and staff will wear masks or face coverings and will practice frequent 
hand washing or use hand sanitizer. 

 
 What will it look like if my child rides the bus to school? 

o While we are hopeful that families who are able to transport their child to/from 
school will do so in a private vehicle or will carpool to reduce the number of 
students riding on buses.  Though imperfect, a carpool still poses a lower risk of 
exposure than on a bus with children from 20+ different homes. 

o First Student is our transportation provider for WCUUSD schools.   First Student 
(a company across North America) has researched products for deep disinfection 
and protection of the bus and will also have daily disinfecting of high-touch 
surfaces. 

o Students will continue to have assigned seats on the bus.  We are still making 
decisions about how students will be grouped - there are two major 
ideas.  Though there will be some adjustments needed on an individual basis, we 
will assign seats by classroom/grade, so that students will be near others in the 
same classroom and there is not additional, unnecessary cross 
exposure.  Depending on how many students are riding each bus, we may also 
have students from the same household sit together. 

o Students will be required to wear masks while riding the bus.  Bus drivers remain 
focused on safely driving the bus and will work with school staff to ensure that 
students understand why masks are required.  Health and safety are paramount 
and students being able to ride the bus depends on wearing their masks and 
maintaining a safe environment for other riders. 

 
 What will it look like when arriving at school?   

o When arriving at school, students who have completed the home screening will 
be directed to their classrooms.  (The application that we are working with will 
give us a report so we know who has been screened, we will not be relying on 
the memory of 3-11 year olds!) 

o Students who have placed an order for breakfast (we will order ahead for the next 
day) will take a “grab and go” breakfast to their classroom. 

o This part is hard to write: In order to minimize the risk of transmission, family 
members will not be allowed to enter the building.  We will make exceptions in 
preschool and kindergarten at the start of the year but families will be notified 
separately about what that will look like.  We so value our families and love 
seeing you in the hallways!!  In order to keep exposure at a minimum, we have to 
ensure that our students and staff are safe and healthy and this is one practice 
that we will begin the year with. 

 
 What will the day look like in my child’s classroom? 

o The physical setup of the room will look different than what we would expect in a 
classroom in 2020.  While we typically have favored opportunities for partner 



and group work, COVID-19 has changed the “landscape” and also the physical 
setup of our classrooms.  Based on the current guidance/recommendations of 
keeping each person 6 feet apart, our classrooms will reflect this where and when 
possible.  At Berlin, we are able to maintain six feet (or nearly six feet) of distance 
in classrooms, between seats.  Students will be sitting at assigned desks or tables 
and all desks/tables are required to face one direction. 

o Though things like Morning Meeting and instructional and practice learning 
times will look different, our teachers and staff are inherently caring community 
builders who will do all that they can to ensure that students feel safe, cared for, 
and comfortable.  We won’t be sitting together in a circle on the rug, but we will 
be together as a classroom community and we will grow and strengthen our 
connections each day. 

o As with every other part of our day together, students will wear masks and will 
have frequent opportunities for hand washing or using hand sanitizer. 

 
 What will Allied Arts (music, art, PE, library, guidance) look like? 

o Students will not travel to typical allied arts spaces but will stay in classrooms (or 
go outside when the lesson and weather permit) for allied arts lessons.  

 
 How will lunch and recess occur? 

o Due to the lack of individual spaces and inability to maintain social distancing in 
the cafeteria, lunch will take place in the classroom. 

o Recess will occur outdoors (except when weather or ice doesn’t allow it!) and 
each classroom will have a designated area as not to cross contacts.  High touch 
surfaces will be disinfected and students will need to wash or sanitize hands 
before and after recess. 

 
 This sounds like a lot of time in the classroom!  How are we going to give kids a break? 

o It will be important for each classroom to have a designated area to get some 
fresh air, take a “mask break” when social distancing allows, and either do some 
learning outdoors and/or some outdoor learning. 

 
I know that there are many, many more questions and wonderings that you have right 
now.  These were some of the important ones that we wanted you to know in order to think 
about how you and your child(ren) will talk about and plan for a safe return to school.  It is 
important that between now and the time that we return to school that students (and staff!) 
become accustomed to wearing masks while at school and on the bus.  Governor Scott has 
declared a mask mandate that goes into effect on August 1st and this is one important 
component in order to maintain safe and healthy operation of our schools.  Undoubtedly we will 
need your help in this area and many more ways so that we can keep our schools safely 
operating. 
 

Thank you, 

Aaron Boynton, Principal 


